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fine illustration of the highest Parliamentary eloquence. His speeches are well conceived,, well argued, and well delivered. The manner is perhaps a little pontifical, almost pedagogic, so that the less reverent among the younger peers commonly refer to him as " The All-Highest " ; and, indeed, in great controversies he does speak a little with the air of Zeus, the Cloud-Compeller. But, if an indulgent criticism be permitted, on occasions of a special kind, even Zeus must have left his thunderbolts behind him.
Lord Curzon's Vice-Royalty was one of extreme distinction.    Here    his    insatiable    industry   found ample scope, and his statecraft has been ultimately vindicated in many a debatable controversy.    Mr. Lovat Fraser paid a monumental, and, on the whole, not  an  excessive,  tribute to  that  achievement  in his    work,   " Lord    Curzon's   Vice-Royalty."     The weight of this  evidence is not diminished by the circumstance   that   recent   events   have* apparently somewhat lessened Mr. Fraser's enthusiasm for his hero.    Nor is it probable that the splendid pageantry of this dazzling office was in every way uncongenial to him.    He not only (in a homely phrase) did the business, but he looked and liked the part.    Only one failure marred the serene record of unbroken success.    The clash of wills between Lord Kitchener, then Commander-in-Chief in India, and Lord Curzon ended   in   Lord   Curzon's   discomfiture.   It   is   reported, and I believe truly, tha^it was long before he forgave Lord Balfour, the Prime Minister, and Lord   Midleton,  the   Secretary of  State  for India, for withholding their support from the Viceroy in a quarrel which for a time convulsed the official world of our Indian Empire. J